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Angola: According to the American Consulate in Luanda, 
Portuguese authorities are expected to announce soon that the & /*v. 
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government's "limited military objectives" in northern Angola 
have been "substantially accomplished." The announcement 
probably will coincide with the beginning of the rainy season, 
which will end Portuguese offensive operations. 

The Portuguese apparently have failed to regain control 
of the areas outside of towns, and their control of many roads 
is tenuous at best. They are therefore unlikely to be able to 
restore economic activity in the region; moreover, the rebels 
will probably be able to consolidate their ho ld on rural areas 
in preparation for further offensive action. 
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Portuguese to Announce Limited Success in Angola Offensive 


The objective of the Portuguese offensive in northern 
Angola was to eradicate major pockets of resistance in the 
interior and to close the Congo border. By reinforcing the 
border posts, Portugal seems to have reduced rebel move- 
ments from the Congo, and the Portuguese forces did destroy 
some rebel centers. Furthermore, the American Consulate 
in Luanda reports that all towns in the northern area have been 
reoccupied and all roads have been traveled at least once. The 
Portuguese apparently have fortified the major towns and have 
set up a network of airstrips by which the towns can be sup- 
plied during the rainy season, when overland movement will 
be almost impossible. 
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It is doubtful, however, whether the development of Por- 
tuguese strong points will offset the anticipated rebel consoli- 
dation in the countryside. Moreover, by burning plantations 
and attacking harvesting parties, the rebels have disrupted the 
production of coffee, a crop which accounts for half of Angola's 
earnings abroad and constitutes Portugal's main dollar earner. 
The fighting has driven the native population, which previously 
had done most of the coffee picking, into the bush or across 
the border into the Congo. Proposals that this labor be re- 
placed by Portuguese "soldier-farmers" who would occupy a 
"buffer zone” between the rest of Angola and the Congo have 
so far not been implemented. 


[Although the long-term outlook for the Portuguese is un- 
promising, leaders of the Angolan Peoples' Union (UPA), the 
principal rebel organization, reportedly are extremely discour- 
aged as a result of several difficulties confronting them. l 


UPA President Holden 

Roberto is under increasing pressure to collaborate with the 
Com muni st- backed Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola (MPLA), which allegedly is also supported by the Gi- 


zenga group in the Leopoldville government. 
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he was willing to help the Angolans, but would not deal with a 
series of separate organizations. A merger of the two groups 
would greatly bene fit the MPLA, which seems to ha ve few ad- 
herents in Angola^ [~ ~~ 
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